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MIDHURST C.E. PRIMARY SCHOOL

Ashfield Road
Midhurst

West Sussex

GU29 9JX

Tel: 01730 813526  Fax: 01730 817233

e-mail: office@midhurst-pri.w-sussex.sch.uk
Headteacher: K.Ford
25th September 2008

Dear parents/guardians,
The children have settled well into Year 5 and they have made a good, positive start to the new year. 
This term our topic is ‘Space’.  Below is a brief outline of our areas of study:
· Science: The Solar System, with an emphasis on ‘Sun, Earth and Moon’.

· Geography: A study of some of the physical features of Planet Earth.

· History: The history of space exploration. (We will only cover this briefly, as our topic next term will have a History focus).

· Design Technology: Designing and making a pneumatic model.

· Art: A range of art activities with a Space theme, including using paints, collage and mouldable materials.

· Religious Education: A comparison of Creation stories.

· Information & Communication Technology: ‘Graphical modelling’ (adapting clipart and making our own art work). 

· Music: Listening to and responding to Holst’s ‘The Planets’. Composing our own planet music.

· Physical Education: Gymnastics, Dance and Games.

In addition, maths and literacy lessons will be taught daily (linked to our topic work when appropriate). The children will have regular Guided Reading sessions, as well as other opportunities to practise reading skills by reading to adults in school. When you hear your child read at home, please remember to write in the red log book.
Homework will usually be set every Friday (to be returned the following Tuesday). Subject areas for homework will vary – please support your child by checking that their homework is completed and ready to hand in by Tuesday. The children will also have regular spellings and times tables to learn – look out for these books in reading folders. Spelling tests will be on Mondays and tables tests will be on Tuesdays.
Next week will be the last swimming session this term. After this, the children will have two P.E. lessons per week. We will be doing gym or dance on Mondays, and Games (with the Brighton & Hove Albion coaches) on Wednesdays. These days are occasionally swapped, so please ensure that your child has a named P.E. kit in school each day. The kit should include suitable footwear (plimsolls or trainers) and a pair of socks. Please remember, earrings need to be removed or covered with tape for P.E. lessons.
I look forward to seeing you at Parents Evening later in the term. If you need to contact me before then, I am available before school (8.40-8.50am) Tuesdays-Fridays, or after school (3.30-3.40pm) any day but Tuesdays.
Many thanks to everyone for responding to my recent letter about the Pembroke trip. I will write to you next week with an update.

Yours sincerely,

Mr P Aldren
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